Those Who Make It

2 Peter 1:5-12 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 11 For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 12 Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are established in the truth that you have. ESV

Matt 24:13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved. ESV 

There is no such thing as an easy ride into heaven.  There is no such thing as a one time experience and then you hit cruise control into glory.  I hope that in recent months and years I have through thorough teaching and preaching established that this concept of “once saved always saved” that many of the denominational world embraces is in every way a false teaching.  For those of you who might still have doubts or for those of you who need to be reminded of that fact, I bring to you three passages of scripture.  The first from the Apostle Peter who said:

2 Peter 2:20-21 If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. 21 It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them. NIV  

This scripture in itself destroys the lie of “once saved always saved” because if it were not possible for a person to backslide back into the world and be lost, then why did Peter write about it and warn against it?  “Backsliding,” by the way is a Biblical word and one that God used many times to describe His people in a carnal state.  

In addition to Peter’s words, I would ask you to remember the words of our Lord which we quote often:

Matt 24:13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved. ESV 

We quote it often but you’d better quote it every day of your life!  And you’d better keep quoting it and obeying it until either you die or the Lord comes back!  Because that is the only way that you are going to make it!  

And finally consider one more passage of scripture, a somewhat sobering one:

1 Peter 4:18 And "If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" ESV

The answer to Peter’s question is obvious:  the ungodly and sinner will not make it.  And notice that the ungodly are those who have never known God at all and the “sinner” here in context is those who have known God but continued in their sinful ways.  And beyond all of that is the sobering thought that “the righteous will be scarcely saved.”  That is, our depravity and our sinfulness is so great that even those who make it will have barely made it to glory!  

I’m not trying to depress you or even tell you cannot make it, because you can!  The book of Revelation records a hosts of millions of millions in heaven singing the song of the redeemed that the angels could not sing for themselves!  And I intend to be in that number!  You can make it!  But listen to this preacher:  to make it to heaven you need everything that you can get!  You need every service that you can be in.  You need every sermon or Bible study that you can get.  You need every song and every prayer meeting and every possible instruction and correction.  You need every second of being in the presence of God as the Holy Spirit moves among us.  You need every second of altar time that you can get.  You need each other.  You need a pastor.  To make it to heaven, you are going to have to daily use the blood of Jesus and daily use His Word and daily talk to Him and you need all the help that you can get!  

There will be nobody who goes to hell by accident – all will have chosen and acted upon that choice who go there.  But there will be nobody in heaven by accident either.  If you are here and you have sort of coasted on the spiritual side of life and never really taken such things serious, let this be a wake up call to you.  Spiritual nonchalance will not gain you heaven!  If you want to go, you need to make up in your mind that from this day forward, I’m going to use everything that God has given me to get there!  And I’m going to endure until the end!    

What I’m trying to impress upon you is that in the end after everything is said and done, there will be two types of people in eternity:  those who make it and those who don’t.  There is no in between.  There is no grading system of As and Bs and Cs and Ds and such.  This eternal life thing is a pass or fail grading system.  And you get one shot at it.  And the results are for forever.  In the end you will either hear, “well done thou good and faithful servant” or “depart from me you workers of iniquity.”  I like my steaks, “medium rare” but I want enter eternity hearing, “well done!”

And so I must admit that we are saved by faith through grace but there are those who will start out in such a journey that will not end it in heaven.  They will have by faith through grace, began to walk along this strait and narrow path, but they will somewhere get sidetracked.  And so I cannot preach to the world out there that is godless and has never heard of Him, but I can preach to you.  There are two possible outcomes for your endeavor to live for God:  You will either make it or you won’t.  I want to be some of those who “make it.”  

I am now thirty years of age.  I have been in full-time ministry for over ten years.  I have had the Holy Ghost for over twenty years now.  I have lived my entire life in the ministry because my father was a pastor all of my life.  God has done a quick work in my life and started dealing with me from a very young age, therefore I don’t have to wait until I’m sixty to make the statement that I’m about to make.  Because at thirty I have seen much and seen a lot of people come and go.  I have seen tens of thousands of people get the Holy Ghost and be baptized in Jesus’ name.  And I’ve seen some of them make it.  And I’ve seen some of them not make it.  

Solomon said that there is nothing new under the sun and what goes around, comes around.  The faces change but the behavior remains the same.  And I want to tell you that the differences between those who make it and those who don’t, is NOT in their life circumstances.  Let me say that again to emphasize it:  if I compare those who made it and those who didn’t in living for God, there is not all that wide a gap or discrepancy in their life circumstances.  I’ve seen women with unsaved spouses make it and I’ve seen women with unsaved spouses not make it.  I’ve seen the children of abusive and poverty-stricken families with sots as fathers, make it and I’ve seen them not make it.  I’ve seen some wealthy people make it and I’ve seen some wealthy people not make it.  I’ve seen preacher’s kids make it and I’ve seen preacher’s kids not make it.  I’ve seen people raised in apostolic truth make it and people raised like that not make it.  I’ve seen persecuted people make it and those who didn’t!  I’ve seen talented people make it and I’ve seen talented people not make it.  I’ve seen smart and dumb people make it and I’ve seen both smart and dumb people not make it!  I’ve seen people that to my mind didn’t have a chance, make it and I’ve seen people that to my mind couldn’t miss, not make it.  I’ve seen talented and anointed preachers make it and I’ve unfortunately seen some that didn’t!  

Whatever your circumstance, you need to know that your situation does not dictate to you what you have to be!  And you need to know that there will be people both in heaven and in hell that had similar circumstances.  You might as well make up in your mind that you are going to be one and not the other!  Make up in your mind to be a part of those who “make it!”  

So what is the difference?  Why can there be from the same house an Esau and then a Jacob?  How can from the same group of disciples, there spring a John the Beloved that endures to the end and yet a Judas that hanged himself before God could really work through Him?  How can from the same group of God’s people come those who readily bow before the Babylonian idols and those who refuse to compromise?  How can in this church, people come and receive the same Holy Spirit and receive the same preaching and the same great name of Jesus in baptism and yet some make it and some not?  

The answer lies in our other text in the book of second Peter where Peter starts detailing some qualities that all of those who make it possess.  Those who make it have some things in common.  And Peter lists these things and then after listing them, he makes these startling statements:

2 Peter 1:8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. ESV      

Peter said, “if these things that I just wrote about are yours and are always increasing in your life, then you will never be ineffective or unfruitful in God.”  In other words, this is the difference between those who are ineffective Christians and those who are not!  Good enough, but that’s not near as startling as the next statement:

2 Peter 1:10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. ESV

“If you practice these qualities, you will never fall!”  That ought to grab our attention, right away!  This isn’t once saved always saved, but this is a road map to making it to heaven!  Peter, writing under the unction of the Holy Spirit, says “if you practice these qualities you will never fall.”  Not just not fall away, but “never fall” in the first place.  In other words, all of us fall at some time or another, but it was always because of a lapse or lack of one of these areas that we did fall!  If we would “practice these qualities” and make sure that they are always increasing in our lives, “we will never fall!”  Here, buried within the first chapter of Peter’s second book are the characteristics shared by all of those who make it!

Realizing the importance of that passage, let’s us carefully go through those qualities listed by Peter in verses 5 and 6 of our text.  These are the qualities of those who make it, therefore these must be our qualities!  

The first mentioned is:

Faith

You cannot even begin to live for God without it!  And it’s something that you must never lose!  The scripture may be familiar but it still says:

Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. ESV

We must have faith that God will reward those who seek Him.  Without that, you are not going to make it!  This is the starting block for the marathon race to heaven.  If you are going to make it, you’ve got to believe that God exists.  You’ve got to believe that Jesus Christ was that one God manifested in flesh – that’s scriptural by the way, Jesus said, “unless you believe that I am he, you will die in your sins!”  But it takes more than that.  You’ve got to believe that God will reward you when you seek Him.  You’ve got to believe that if you step out on God’s promises that He will do for you just as He has promised and done for others!  We must never lose such faith.  

But notice Peter’s words.  He says in verse 5 “make every effort to supplement your faith.”  And then he goes on to list what we should add to our faith if we are to make it.  Believing is important.  Faith is necessary, but you cannot stay at that level and that plain in God and expect to make it.  I know we must walk by faith, but we must also add some things to our faith.  And we should make every effort to do so.  Many people won’t make it because they never get beyond just the state of mental believing.  James wrote:

James 2:19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe — and shudder! ESV 

The devils have a mental belief in God.  They believe in One God – proof that the devils have a fuller knowledge of God than many Christians!  But the devils are not saved and they are not going to make it to heaven and they do not experience the fullness of God’s blessings.  Because they do not add anything to their belief!  We must have faith, but if we are to never fall – if we are to make it! – we must make every effort to supplement your faith.  If you never grow in God.  If you never get deeper than your initial belief experience, you are not going to make it!  

And so to our faith, we must add some things if we are to make it.  Look at verse 5 at the first thing that we must add:

Virtue

The translators have a hard time trying to figure out how to render this word.  The KJV and the ESV have virtue.  The NASU has “moral excellence” with a footnote giving other possibilities.  The NIV has “goodness.”  The word in the Greek is arête (ar-ET-ay) which is translated most often in the New Testament as “praise.”  So let’s keep it simple, here and just take the word at face value.  Because I have seen many people come and many people go and those who make it always get a revelation of the importance of praising God and those who don’t make it never get it.  If you are going to make it, then you need to add to your faith, praise!  

We are commanded in scripture to praise God:  bowing, kneeling, sitting, standing, leaping, dancing, hands up, hands clapping, with music instruments, with singing, with old songs, with new songs, without music instruments.  But we are commanded, if we have breath, to praise God!  And if you are going to make it, you must learn to praise.  Let’s concentrate here not on the what but on the “why?”  

You must add to your faith, praise because truly praising somebody else is the most selfless thing you can do.  When you praise God, you are decreasing and He is increasing and that is what has got to happen if we are to make it in living for God!  Furthermore, praise kills your fleshly desires and goes against your grain.  In the same way fasting helps you because of the discipline of telling your flesh what to do and making it listen to you, so does praise and worship!  If your flesh is telling you “I don’t want to clap my hands,” then you ought to clap your hands to show your flesh that “we are not going to do what you feel like, but rather what the will of God is.”  When you don’t feel like dancing is when you need to dance the most!  When you don’t feel like lingering in the presence of God, that’s when you need to stay the longest.  When you don’t feel like praying, that’s when you need to pray the hardest!  Because if you are going to make it, you are going to have to what you should do rather than what you feel like doing!  And both praise and prayer come into play, here!  

Furthermore the Bible says:

Prov 27:21 The crucible is for silver, and the furnace is for gold, and a man is tested by his praise. ESV        

Take fool’s gold and put it to the heat and it cannot stand it and collapses and disintegrates.  But take the real deal and put it to the fire and it becomes even purer and more precious!  So it is with us!  Your praise shows God what you are made of.  If the fire is hot and you can still praise God, you are genuinely His child and becoming more and more precious in the sight of God!  You are going to make it!  Because it shows that you are trusting in Him beyond just what you see!  If you remember that He is worthy even in the fiery furnace, you show God and the world that you have got something that is real!  But those who cannot praise God in the first fail the test and they are not going to make it!  They were just fool’s gold!  If you are going to make it, you’d better learn to praise God no matter what!  

Also, praise reveals the level of your understanding of His worthiness.  And not only that, praise ushers us into His presence and into His power!  The difference between a church that is dead and a church where God moves is often found in the lack of praise in the one!  We need God to move in our lives and we cannot afford to have a service without Him working, therefore we must praise God!  Praise is the perfume that attracts God to you!  It is the incense that covers your flesh so that you can draw near to Him.  It is the entrance way toward the powerful glory of God.  We must add praise!     

Look at this and let’s move on.  We must add to our faith, praise, and to our praise we must also keep adding:

Knowledge

Your praise can only take you so far!  I’ve known people who believed and learned to praise God and yet when the slightest wind of false doctrine came along or the season changed, they didn’t make it because of the lack of knowledge in their life!  You need faith; you need praise; you also need the Word of God!  Hosea wrote:

Hos 4:6a My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you have rejected knowledge, I reject you . . . ESV      

What you don’t know can and will hurt you!  You need every bit of knowledge of the Word of God that you can get.  Sometimes we think doctrine is a bit boring or tedious – but it is vital for you making it!  Those who make it are those who know why they believe what they believe and who take the whole council of God and never stop searching it.  Remember that Peter said that if we “make these thing ours and keep them constantly increasing” then we will never fall.  When you get to the point where you know enough about the Word of God and don’t need any more preaching or teaching or instruction, then you have reached a place where you are only fooling yourself and you are not going to make it.  Those who continually hunger for the Word and want more and more and more no matter what it means that they  have to change or alter – those are the ones who will make it!  

And notice what Peter wrote in verse 12:

2 Peter 1:12 Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are established in the truth that you have. ESV 

If you are going to make it, you need a pastor constantly reminding you of the things that you need to know.  You need to be reminded of the things that you already know.  Because you must have knowledge and more and more of it!  That is, if you are going to make it!  

Onto our faith and praise and knowledge, we must also add:

Self-control

I don’t mean to be crude, but the Greek here literally means “don’t pee or poop on yourself.”  What it is speaking of is when your flesh feels overwhelmingly like doing something and yet it is not appropriate, you must control your flesh and keep that from happening.  Giving into your flesh for a Christian is like someone who soils on themselves.

Listen to this pastor:  I’ve known people who had faith and praise and a great knowledge of the Word of God who would not make their flesh submit to what they knew and therefore they did not make it!  I’ve known people who could quote you whole books of the Bible on doctrine and couldn’t flee fornication.  I’ve known people who had been in church for years and heard every sermon in the book and yet wouldn’t push beyond themselves and win a soul.  Knowledge is not enough, but if you are going to make it to heaven, you are going to have to rein in what your flesh just feels like doing!  

Paul wrote, “I die daily.”  What he meant was that every day he had to make a choice to do what he was supposed to do and die out to what his flesh wanted to do.  There are times, my flesh doesn’t want to praise God.  I praise God anyway.  There are times my flesh wants go do this, but I cannot allow myself to do that because it would soil my spiritual garment.  There are times when I feel like giving somebody a piece of my mind, but if I am to make it, I have to reign in my emotions and my anger and my opinion and my flesh!  To knowledge, I must add self-control.  I want to make it!  

To our self control, Peter added that we must add:

Steadfastness

The word in the Greek is a complicated word with multiple ideas:  it means, “cheerful endurance and consistency.”  The idea is that I must continue doing some things even if I don’t see an immediate result.  I must persevere beyond the immediate and keep doing them and doing them cheerfully!  

If you are going to make it living for God, you are going to have to learn to keep doing right even when it doesn’t seem that it is working.  The true things of the Spirit take time.  Jesus waited thirty years before embarking on His ministry.  Moses waited eighty years!  Noah waited many decades before the first rain drop fell.  Abraham waited decades before the son of promise came forth.  Abraham wandered for the one hundred and seventy-five years of his life looking for a city whose maker is God and he still has not found it or seen it because He is waiting on the Rapture of the Church to take him there!  But can I tell you that the best things in life are worth the wait!  

If you are going to make it, you must learn to do what God told you to do and let God worry about the results!  Because in the end, it will turn out like God said.  Truly we will reap, in due season, if we faint not!  

If you’ve been praying for your unsaved loved ones, keep praying and let God worry about the outcome!  If you’ve tried to win a soul and failed, keep trying!  If you’ve been living for God and all is not perfect in your life, keep doing what God has told you to do, because in the end you will be vindicated!  Listen carefully:  God never said that it would be easy and that there would never be hills to climb or giants to face or hardships to endure.  But He did say that he that endures to the end will be saved.  And He did say that if you never quit you will win and you will make it!  And He said that He would be with you all along the way and never put more on you than you can bear!  If you are facing something, then understand that the power of God within you can overcome that!  But keep at it!  Don’t quit and sell yourself short!  Even if, like Abraham, you never receive in this life what you were searching for in God’s Promises, if you keep steadfastly searching for it, you will reap it in glory!  

And we must do it cheerfully!  Because the immediate results should not determine our mindset of living right.  Whether or not I see what I want to see right now, I’m going to keep doing what God has commanded with a smile on my face, because in the end, it is going to all come together and work together for my good!  We need steadfastness:  cheerful endurance!  

To our faith and praise and knowledge and self-control and steadfastness, we must add:

Godliness

It could easily be translated as “holiness.”  The idea is a separation from the world because we want to please God.  Therefore we must hate the things that God hates and love the things that God loves.  Holiness is doing what pleases God even if it is inconvenient.  Holiness is doing what pleases God and thus says the Word of the Lord even if it brings persecution and ridicule from others.  Take Daniel.  He refused to eat the king’s meat and wine.  He refused to bow to the images of idols.  He refused to not pray when the decree was signed but kept at it even if it meant facing a den of lions.  

Some Christians take a stand and then get all bent out of shape when they have to face the lions of persecution.  But the scripture says:

2 Tim 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, ESV  

Persecution is a sign that you are doing something right!  If your worldly friends cannot see such a difference in you so that they never comment on it, then you are not living Godly!  Because someone who is living holy and separated will be noticed!  

And such separation from this world is absolutely necessary if we are to make it in living for God!  It’s not just how loud you shout or how much scripture you know or that you are enduring, but we must also be living holy and separated unto God!  We must add godliness!  

And to our faith, praise, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, godliness we must add:

Brotherly Affection

In the Greek, this is philadelphia, which means brotherly love.  It is love for the others in the church.  It is love for my fellow man.  It is love for those who are not like me but who are beside me.  It is love for those who aggravate me yet I love them and defend them and fight for them because we are in the same family.

Brothers are an interesting concept.  They will fight like cats and dogs but let an outsider start messing with one of them and the other fights for them!  There may be people in the church that you are not drawn to.  There may be people in the church that you don’t hang out with everyday.  There may be people in the church that you don’t especially like, but you’d better love them with a brotherly love!  There’d better not be anybody in the church that you could not join hands and arms and pray with.  There’d better not be anybody in the church that you could not wash their feet and pray a prayer or blessing upon them.  There’d better not be anybody in the church that you’d pass to the other side of the road rather than help them in a time of need.  There’d better not be anybody in the church that you cannot sit beside in service and worship God with.  John said this:

1 John 4:20-21 If someone says, "I love God," but hates a Christian brother or sister, that person is a liar; for if we don't love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot see? 21 And he has given us this command: Those who love God must also love their Christian brothers and sisters. NLTse

The measure rod of how much you love God is revealed in how much you love your Christian family!  There is no place for bitterness and unforgiveness and harbored and hurt feelings in the church house.  Jesus said, “as you do unto the least of these, you do unto me.”  Your love for God can be no greater than your love for the person in the church family of God whom you like the least.  You’d better get over some things and move on!  Because if you are going to make it, you’ve got to love your brother and sister!  

And finally, if we are to never fall, we must add:

Love

This is in the Greek, agape.  It is the word most often used to express God’s love for us.  Agape love is self-sacrificing love that was exhibited on Calvary.  It is “I choose to love you whether you ever love me or not.”  It is “I will lay down my life for you whether you ever respond or not.”  It is the love spoken of by the Apostle Paul in the 13th chapter of Corinthians that does not keep a record of wrongs and that is not selfish and that is not motivated by ill gain.  It is a love that keeps reaching despite no results.  It is the love of a father that never quits.  It is the love that the Apostles called us to!  It is the love that is the only thing that will conquer this world’s hardened heart.  

They say in his later years, that the Apostle John – the last remaining of the twelve – resided in Ephesus and that he was too weak to really preach but that he would come to church and that they would hold him up and he would in a very raspy, weak voice say over and over, “We must love God and each other.”  Such is the themes of his books such as 1 John written in later years.  He called everyone “beloved.”  He constantly preached a sacrificial love.  Such was the cry of John the beloved who lived for God as a young man, a middle aged, and as an elderly one!  John made it!  And those who make it must add such a love to their lives!  

I want you to make it!  If we will add to our faith, praise and to that praise, knowledge and to that knowledge, self-control, and to that self-control, cheerful endurance and to that cheerful endurance, holiness and godliness in lifestyle and to that godliness, brotherly love, and to that brotherly love, sacrificial love.  We truly will never fall!  Such will be the actions of those who make it!           

